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Grade 4 Reading - 2000 





irections 

Read the information below. Then do Numbers 1 and 2. 







.... 





ci6out 



wi»rri^ 



i 



What was the coldest recorded temperature ever in Colorado? 

-61°F, in Maybell, Colorado, on February 1, 1985. 



What was the biggest recorded snowfall ever in Denver? 
Stapleton Airport, 24 inches in 24 hours on December 24, 1982. 



What is a blizzard? J 

A winter storm with very cold temperatures of 20°F or less, winds 35 miles 1 
per hour or more, and snow that reduces visibility to ^ mile or less. 'i 

What is a winter storm? 

At lower elevations in Colorado, 6 inches of snow in 12 hours or 10 inches i 

or more in 24 hours. In the mountains, 8 inches of snow in 12 hours or 12 ? 

inches or more in 24 hours. I 



What is wind chill? 

How cold the air temperature feels when wind blows cold, moist air i 

against exposed skin. - - j 

What is the winter solstice? 

The time at which the sun's direct overhead rays are farthest south of ' 

the equator. i 




1' i Which section would most likely be included in a book about the history of weather 
conditions in Colorado? 

• What was the biggest snowfall ever in Denver? 

O What is a blizzard? 

O What is wind chill? 

O What is the winter solstice? 
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Grade 4 Reading - 2000 

2 i Each heading in the article asks a question. Which two questions from the article 

would best be answered by using a glossary in a textbook? Write the two questions 
in the chart below. 




Which two questions from the article would best be answered by using weather 
records? Write the two questions in the chart below. 
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CSAP Grade 4 Reading Scoring Guide 



FACTS ABOUT WINTER 



Item 2: 

E^ch heading in the article aslcs a question. AATiich two questions from the article would Best be answered 
by using a glossary in a textbook? Write the two questions in the chart below. 

Rubric 

Exemplary Response: 

Part A: Any two of the following: 

A glossary would help answer these two questions from the 
information about winter. 

* What is a blizzard? 

* What is a winter storm? 

* What is a wind chill? 

* What is the winter solstice? 



Part B: Both of the following: 

Weather records would help answer these two questions from the 
information about winter. 



* What was the coldest temperature ever in Colorado? 

* What was the biggest snowfall ever in Denver? 



Score Points: 

2 points Two responses from Part A and two responses from Part B correctly placed in charts 

1 point One response from Part A and one response from Part B correctly placed in charts, OR two 

responses from either Part A or Part B, OR one response from Part A and two responses 
from Part B, OR two responses from Part A and one response from Part B 

0 points other 

Standard 5: Students read to locate, select, and make use of relevant information from a variety of sources. 
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Each heading in the article asks a question. Which of the questions might best be 
answered by using a glossary in a te^ubook? Choose two of the questions and SH in the 
“hart below. 



A glossary would help answer these hvo questions from the information about winten 







Which of the questions might best be answered by using weather records? Choose two 
of the questions and fill in the chart below. 



Weather records would help answer these two questions from the information 
about winter: 


1. 

1 




L 

1 


%j 
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heading in the artide asks a question- Which of the quesuons might best be 
answered by usina a glossaxy in a textbook? Choose two of the quesnons and 21 in the 
•hart below. 



A glossary woold help answer these two questions from the onf onnatioti about winter? 


r n 


) '\6A- i'C 0 <. 




\ ^)r\ni /‘c li)'n'h. 


0 . 

0 



Which of the questions might best be answered by u s in g weather records? Choose two 
of the questions and fill in the cdian bdow. 



Weather records would heip answer these two questions from the mfonnation 
about winter: 









LU>-oA. 4L> . 
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Eadi heading in the anide asks a question. Which of the questions might best be 
answered by .using a glossary in a lenbook? Choose two of the questions and fill in the 
chart below. 



A glossary woxild help answer these two questions from the mi ormatioii about winter: 






reoA 



Sf- YooP VieaA 'm o uh UI in-f e. s-hr/>i^' 

ar»XvoO^'='"r %o kno^ ajistaer-fo 

^uJK<xr /.S fv to ' fer^sro r/n laa^ fi~ uP i/^f^le 
i)Q.ck /"Ao bo 3 /^ 



Which of the questions might best be answered by using weather records? Choose two 
of the questions and fill in the chart below. 



"eather records would help answer these two questions from the information 
about winten iK y \ 1 

1.50 yoO C>JOUjQ KflOU) f-f- d bliXZqi 
f5 Co /n iy)^ >n <^7?^ hotxi DqX i+tol// b€.- 

2 . ql5o <o'«tiher records <\re. 

/oo'll khovii -He. cbl\es-f- iu£n±j^. 

-L^eT UiQs in Denver. 

‘5ccr<e.« 1. 
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Each heading in the artidc asks a questioiL Which of the questions might best bt 
answered by using a glossary in a tertbookl Choose two of the questions ? nd fiH in die 
chan below. 




Which of the questions might best be answered by using weather records? Choose two 
of the questions and fill in the chan below. 



Weather records would help answer these two questions from the information 
about winten 



1 . 
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Each heading in the article asks a question* Which of the questions might best be ' 
answered by using a glossary in a textbook? Qioose two of the questions and fill in the 
chart below. 



A glossary would help answer these two questions from the iniormation about winten 

Can heAie- C^lal^iSeaon ~ 

tu'tnJi. cou.lcl ixp'hs y'^^^ Ski'n 



■s-z-e 



if 



Which of the questions might best be answered by using weather records? Choose two 
of the questions and fill in the chan below. 



Weather records wouJd help answer these two questions from the iniormation 
about winten 

/ne. cah ouerh^o^ 

oinciirKyS Souikof the- 



^-Hoa/VVe CloUesV Co^ uJ? your 
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Each heading in the artide asks a question- Which of the questions might best be 
answered by using a glossary in a textbook? Choose two of the questions and fiE m the 
chan below. 



A glossary would help answer these two questions from the information about winten 


L I'f’ jS" Cyo 
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Which of the questions might best be answered by using weather records? Choose two 
of the questions and fill in the chan below. 



Weather records would help answer these two questions trom tiie uii onnation 
about winter; , 


\jJC) ^ /c^ 
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Grade 4 Reading - 2000 



CSAP Grade 4 





irections 

Read this article about beavers. Then do Numbers 1 through 8. 







by George Laycock 

^ farmer in Minnesota had a big surprise one 
morning when he looked out his kitchen window. 

His beautiful cornfield had turned into a 
muddy lake. 

The farmer rushed out to his ' 
truck and hurried to the creek. He discovered that, 
during the night, a family of beavers had moved in and built a fine 
new dam across the creek. It was working perfectly, too. Hardly a 
drop of water was getting through! 

The farmer spent many hours tearing down the dam. Finally, the 
water ran out of his cornfield and back to the flowing creek. 

That night the beavers built a new dam. Every night, after the 
farmer had torn down the dam, the beavers rebuilt it. They used 
up the trees and the brush. Then they snipped off all of the 
farmer's corn to build one last dam of cornstalks. 

When they finally moved on, they left behind a farmer 
who never wanted to see such hard-working beavers again! 

How does the beaver do it? It sits up on its short hind 
legs, using its wide, flat tail for balance. It gnaws away at the 
wood with its long, sharp front teeth until the tree begins to 
crack. As the tree falls, the beaver dives into the water to 
keep from being hit! 

Next, the beaver cuts the tree into smaller pieces that it can 
push or pull through the water. The lakes and ponds created 
by beaver dams also provide homes for many animals. 



^ adapted from "The Beaver: Nature's Engineer," copyright © 1989 by George Laycock published Paae T 

by permission of the a^ ycocK, published rage I 





The beaver feels very safe in the water, where it can 
escape from wolves, bobcats, bears, and other predators. 

It can stay under water for 15 minutes without corning 
up for air. The beaver's feet have webs between the toes, 
which makes each foot a strong paddle for swimming. 
Thick, waterproof fur protects the beaver from the cold. 

In the water, the beaver uses its flat tail to help it steer, like a rudder on a 
boat. When an enemy comes around, the beaver lifts its heavy tail and slaps - 
it on top of the water. This makes a loud cracking sound like a gunshot that 
warns other beavers to dive into safe water. 

Beavers always seem to be busy cutting trees and building dams or 
beaver homes. Often they work at night so they can stay out of the way of 
people. Sometimes, they can be very helpful to people. Wildlife rangers in 
New Jersey once wanted to flood an area. They wanted to create a new 
nesting area for water birds. Human experts said it would cost $25,000. 

Then a family of beaver "experts" moved in and built a dam for free! 
Everyone, including the beavers and birds, was happy. 



Grade 4 Reading - 2000 





1‘ I Which sentence best tells what this story is about? 

O Beavers’ dams create work for farmers. 

# Beavers’ bodies and work habits make them good builders. 
O Beavers built a $25,000 dam in New Jersey. 

O Beavers always seem to be happy. 

2 If a wolf came to a beaver’s pond, the beaver would use its tail to 
O stand up taller to scare the wolf. 

• warn other beavers about the wolf. 

O hit the wolf to protect itself. 

O splash water in the wolf’s eyes. 

© Colorado Department of Education 

1 




Page 2 

er|c 



Grade 4 Reading - 2000 



3 ■ According to the story, what helps a beaver live in water? Answer by filling in the chart. 
On one side of the chart, write two facts about a beaver’s body or its special abilities 
that help it live in water. On the other side of the chart, tell how these things help the 
beaver live in water. 



Body Part or Ability That 
Helps a Beaver in Water 


How This Part or Ability 
Helps a Beaver in Water 


1) 


n 










2) 














4 I People use the expression “busy as a beaver” to describe someone who 

O builds dams all day. 

O cuts trees at night. 

O helps people. 

# works hard. 

5 I If you wanted to find out more facts about the beaver’s strange tail for a school report, 

where could you find the most information? 

O from a folktale called “How the Beaver Got Its Flat Tail” 

• from a nature book called The Beavers Special Body 
O from a cartoon called The Tale of Benji Beaver 

O from a newspaper article titled “Beaver Dam Blocks River” 
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Grade 4 Reading - 2000 



6 ; Read this sentence from the story. 

The beaver feels very safe in the water, where it can escape from wolves, bobcats, 
bears, and other predators. 

What does the word predators mean here? 

O mammals 

O beavers 

• enemies 

O neighbors 




Pretend you are a photographer and you want to take a picture of a beaver cutting 
down a tree. But every time you go to a beaver pond, the beavers are frightened and run 
away. Which book would help you the most with your problem? 



® How to Observe Wild Animals 



O How Beavers Make a Dam 
O Animals of the Forest 
O The Best Ways to Cut Down Trees 



S i If you were a wildlife ranger in New Jersey, how would you feel about what the beavers 
did there? Explain why. 
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CSAP Grade 4 Reading Scoring Guide 



BUSY BUILDERS 



Item 3: 

According to the story what helps a beaver live in water? Answer by filling in the chart. On one side of the 
chart, write two facts about a beaver’s body or its special abilities that help it live in water. On the other 
Side or the chart, tell how these things help the beaver live in water. 

Rubric 

Exemplary Response: 



Body Part or Ability That 
Helps a Beaver in Water 


How This Part or Ability i 

Helps a Beaver in Water 


* webbed feet 


• helps beaver swim faster/makes feet into 
strong paddles for swimming 


• thick fiir/waterproof fur 


• helps protect beaver from cold water 


• flat tail 


helps beaver steer while swimming/acts like ; 
a rudder in water 


* teeth 


• helps beaver chew trees for dam 


can hold breath for 15 minutes 


helps beaver hide from enemies underwater 


• ability to swim 


• helps beaver escape from enemies, find | 

food, and build dams ’i 



Score Points: (4 points maximum) 

I point for identifying one body part/ability which helps a beaver live in water 
I point for corresponding reason why this body part/ability helps a beaver live in water. 
1 point for identifying a second body part/ability which helps a beaver live in water. 

I point for corresponding reason why this body part/ability helps a beaver live in water. 



Note: Information must be in correct sections of charts. This is not a 
standard below). 



reading comprehension question (see 



Standard 5: Students read to locate, select, and make use of relevant information from a variety of sources, 



O 
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CSAP Grade 4 Reading Scoring Guide 



BUSY BUILDERS 

Item 8: 

If you were a wildlife ranger in New Jersey, how would you feel about what the 
beavers did there? Explain why. 

Rubric 

Exemplary Response: 

A clear feeling/reaction with a relevant explanation: 

Part A: Feeling/Reaction 

* happy 

* unhappy/sad 

* any other justifiable feeling/ reaction 
Part B: Explanation 

Happy 

* The beavers built a dam and flooded the area for free. 

* The beavers saved us $25,000. 

* The beavers created a new nesting area for the water birds. 

* The beavers solved everyone’s problems. 

Nature is doing what it is supposed to do (the ecosystem is not disturbed). 

* Any other reasonable explanation that is textually based. 

Unhappy/Sad 

* if they flooded an area I didn’t want flooded 

* if they cut down all the trees 

* if they cleared the land of its plants 

* any other reasonable explanation that is textually based 

Score Points: 

2 points Response states a feeling/reaction AND an explanation textually based (feeling/reaction can 
be implied from the explanation). 

1 point Response states only a feeling/ reaction OR response states only an explanation but no 

feeling/ reaction can be implied. 

0 points other 



Standard 4: Students apply thinking skUl to their reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing. 
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According to the story, what helps a beaver live in water? Answer by fining in the chart 
On one side of the chart, write two facts about a beaver's body or its special abilities 
that help it live in water. On the other side of the chart, tell why these things hdp the 
beaver live in water. 



Body Fart or Talent That 
Helps a Beaver in Water 


Why This 

Helps a Beaver in Water 














2 
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According to the story, what helps a beaver live in wateri Answer by fiTTitig in 
On one side of the chart, tvrite two facts about a beaver’s body or its spedai abnin’/i^ 
that help it live in water. On the other side of the chart, tell why these T^ifn^ 
beaver live in water. 



Body Pan or Talent That 
Helps a Beaver in Water 


Why This 

l^Ips a Beaveniin Water 




Wi A ^ 










_W£\nek 


^ \oe/p ^iot/n 
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According to the storj', what helps a beaver live in wattr: .\aswer by filling in fi- 
On one side of the chan, write two &.cts about a beavers body or its spedai abi 
that help it Ii\'e in \vatcr. On the other side of the chart, tell \^iy these thines he, 
beaver live in water. 



Body Part or Talent That 
Helps a Beaver in Water 


“Why This 
Beaver in Water 
















2 . . 
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According to the story, what helps a beaver live in water? Answer by filling in the c h a r t. 
On one side of the chart, write two about a beaver s body or its special abilities 
that help it live in water. On the other side of the c har t, tell why these t hin gs h el p the 
beaver live in water. 



Body Part or Talent That 
Helps a Beaver in Water 


Why This | 

Helps a Beaver in Water 




' 'H\ar 




lAieb -ioef 






^ { 






jf Ke/prj-feer 
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32 Acojrding to the stor>', what helps a beaver live in water? Adswcz by filling in the chart. 
On one side of the chart, write two facts about a beaver’s body or its special abilities 
that help it live in water. On the other side of the chan, tell why these things help the 
beaver live in water. 



Body Part or Talent That 
Hdps a Beaver in Water 


Why This 

Helps a Beaver in Water 


^ .wVv 


’ NvlK. v*hk.vL 


V. ' 

VuKV. 




rW .\An. V\im. 

o&fL. 
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^ ^ According to the story, what helps a bearver live ia water? Answer by fillin g in the chart. 
On one side of the chart, write two fects about a beaver’s body or its spedai abilities 
hat help it live in water. On the other side of the chart, tell why these things hflp the 
oeaver live in water. 



Body Part or Talent That 
Helps a Beaver in Water 


Why This 

Helps a Beaver in Water 










i 

IM 
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^ 2 According to the story, what helps a beaver live in water? Answer by fiUing in the chart. 
On one side of the chart, write two facts about a beaver’s body or its special abilitiK 
that help it live in water. On the other side of the chart, tell why these things help the 
beaver live in waxen 



1 1 

Helps a Beaver in Water 


WVsyyTIbM. \ 

Helps a Beaver in Water I 




’ Jit? 


A, 


ly^QAjCiu ffTlti/fj 






{ihj dtAiOf 






/-? . 
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According to the storv, what helps a beaver live in water? Answer by filling in the chart. 
On one side of the chan, write two facts about a beaver’s body or its spedai abilities 
that help it live in \vater. On the other side of the chart, tell why these things help the 
beaver live in water. 



Bodv Part or Talent That 
Helps a Beaver in Water 


Why This 

Helps a Beaver in Water 


' Con orJiftrt 

-for lSmiftu\es until 


’ So (oeaw' 


Tin fikifcr cavv Co/De. 


Tl'er e. Vsi^wnc- 


f h4o \wne^ 


OJard- L«. usd 
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According to the story, what helps a beaver live in water? Answer by filling in thi 
On one side of the chart, write two facts about a beaver’s body or its spedai abii 
that help it live in water. On the other side of the chart, tell why these things hei 
beaver live in water. 



Body Part or Talent That 
Helps a Beaver in Water 


IVhy This 

Helps a Beaver in Water 


^ Xa iL/ O/V// 


^Aco:asj^ //is< 










OrJ /r 


2 

Ai a. 




AVfer 


* ^ro on 
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'j Acaarding to the story, what helps a beaver live in water? Answer by filling in the char 
^ On one side of the chart, write two facts about a beaver’s body or its special abilities 
that help it live in water. On the other side of the chan, tell why these things help the 
beaver live in water. 
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^ ^ ^ vviidlife ranger in New Jersey, how would you feel about 3vhai the.beavers 

>dw there? Lxplain why. 

Ji. rk.... 
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37 



Ir you were a wildlife ranger in New Jersey, how xv'ould you feel about what the beavers 
did there? Explain why. 






3bijyAJXn^ 
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If YOU were a wildlife ranger in New Jersey', how would you feel about ;vhat the beavers 
did there? Explain why. 






unj^uMbr.-f^ 

^yCL- ■ .jyyuaryQ/^, 
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[f you were a wildlife rancer in New Jersey, how would you feel about what the beavers 
did there: Explain why 



xS-— 
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5c(X€^ i. 



'A 





31 



37A-1-B 




If you '.verc a '.vildlife ranger in New lersey, how would you fed abour what the beavers 
did there? Explain whv. 



ju>-g-.m iU.^, JW 



XLLUAji^ 
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If you were a wiIdJife ranger in New Jersey, how would you fed about what die beavers 
did there? Explain why. 



^ 


5 -eA 


-I±Jl 

3 M 


jbW: 


3/e 




' 


Score • 0 
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If you were a wildlife ranger in New Jersey, how would you feel about what the beavers 
did there? Explain why. 



.JterAHht 

. £lk» } ^ . auTjL CJ 
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• Grade 4 Writing - 2000 




irections 

Do Number 1. 





Imagine that your principal is collecting suggestions for making the school better. On 
the lines below, make one suggestion and explain how it will make the school better. 



^ You do not have to use all the lines. Just write on as many as you need. 
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D irections 

For Number 1, choose the word or 
words that belong in the sentence. 

1 i My brother asleep. 

O fall 
# is falling 
O are falling 
O were falling 



D irections 

For Number 1, choose the 
sentence in which the subject 
and verb are correct . 

1 i O Mr. James enjoy drawing. 

O Tomorrow they draws together. 

• Kevin says he likes to draw and 
paint. 

^ We draws and paints in school 
today. 
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Imagine that your prindpal is collecting suggestions for mal<:ing the school better. On 
the lines below, make one suggestion and explain how it will make the school better. 

You do not have to use all the lines. Just write on as many as you need. 


















jI tjjo^ SiKcsc^es-l-inc Shm^ihiRCi 


4d 




my School bcH^P , / f 


Oo alcA. 






r:5h)l£/'X hotVc 


fne 


"Vod 


tUD 0 


-Crxsi p\o:ccs 


come 


‘ 


car 


Schsoi. Then uD « 


LL 


h(xve 


Scs.\i 0 


rv Aclv. T)^f. 


rneoJis 




ce6f 


^ U 0 6 . bM co/r?e 


r^r\ce 




^ C7 

r Mr PoDoi/a-S ts 2 £_ 


uhn 1 \ \ck 




Ow AtV2>/;Afl A-loeesl^ar&tgr 


fr.'p% 
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71 A -3 

o 

Imagine that your principal is collccling suggestions for making the school better. On 
the lines below, make one suggestion and explain how it will make the school better. 

\qu do not have to use all the lines. Just write on as many as you need. 

/Is -S-oon as ^oix pal- ideui.n tlv= 

School Mil) be g, feely<&r p|n,r.ft for fi\/fifdnn& 

J /~bin|< W<3 5V^ou\A Puf root'e pla'AQroar'ji 

on the JlnleCrA-iAJtefg plnogmand , 

-Qgg reofeon 1 iAjg>u)(\ like is WK^.n 

the g^e people 

_d Ql^J^bV^e s\\d.e or or\i.U rfionkpuj- 
b An<;^ So rnoce p ^ '^ , c\ro(AM Cqu\^mc[f ujill mokfe 
bWi^ AcKqo\ g bgfhrf place^x 
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71A-2 

magine lhat your prindpal is collecting suggestions for making the school better. On 
he lines below, make one suggestion and explain how it will make the school better. 

ibu do not have io use all the lines. Tust write on as many as you need. 
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71A-1 




Imagine that your principal is collecting suggestions for making the school belter. On 
llie lines below, make one suggestion and explain how it will make the school bener. 

You do not have to use all the lines, lust write on as many as you need. 







C 
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71A-0 




Imagine that your principal is collecting suggestions for making the school better. On 
the lines below, make one suggestion and explain how it will make the school boner. 

You do not have to use all the lines, just write on as many as you need. 
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